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Human and Physical Geography: 
Migration and Urbanization
The global movement of people has increased dramatically in recent years. Most people move from less developed nations to more developed nations in hope of a better life. Many people move because they feel pushed out of their homelands -by such factors as a lack of food, natural disasters, or political oppression. In 2001 alone, the number of refugees-people who leave their country to move to another to find safety-stood at 12 million. Because of the huge volume of people migrating from war-torn, famine-stricken, and politically unstable regions, millions of immigrants have no place to go. Crowded into refugee camps, these migrants face a very uncertain future. 
Everyone has the right to leave his or her country. However, the country to which a migrant wants to move may not accept that person. The receiving country might have one acceptance policy for political refugees, and another for migrants coming for economic reasons. This can lead to illegal immigration, as it has in the case of poor Mexicans seeking work in the United States. Concern over the fate of such workers has led the Mexican government to urge the U.S. government to legalize the status of millions of illegal Mexican immigrants living within U.S. borders.
There also has been an increase in migration within countries, as industrialization has caused people to move from rural areas to cities in search of employment. In 1960, only New York City had a population of over 10 million. By 2000, the number of cities with more than 10 million people had climbed to 19. The United Nations estimates that by 2015, the five largest cities in the world will each have populations of over 20 million people. 
Population Pressures 
Most of the world's largest and fastest-growing cities are in emerging nations, those in the process of becoming industrialized. In 1975, Bombay (Mumbai), India, for instance, had a population of about 6.9 million people. By 2000, the city's population had jumped to about 17.8 million. India is expected to push past China as the world's most populous nation by 2035. In 1979, China introduced a "one-child family" policy. The policy, although controversial, has helped slow China's population growth. While the Indian government has also spent considerable money and effort promoting family planning measures, it has had only limited success.
Poverty Experts disagree about what constitutes overpopulation. Some experts measure overpopulation in relation to a county's standard of living, or level of material comfort. A country is considered overpopulated, if having fewer people would raise the standard of living to an adequate level. Others hold that overpopulation occurs when the number of people outpaces the available resources. This is referred to as an area's carrying capacity. Regardless of the definition, large populations in emerging nations are often associated with high rates of poverty and disease. This is true in many nations in Latin America and Asia. Troubled by the poverty, disease, and homelessness that she saw on the streets of Calcutta (Kolkata), India, Mother Teresa (1910-1997) founded the Order of the Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta to help the needy. 
The AIDS Epidemic Disease also takes its toll on populations. Perhaps the greatest global health issue is a disease known as AIDS, or acquired immune deficiency syndrome. It attacks the immune system, leaving sufferers open to deadly infections. Since the disease was first detected in the early 1980s, AIDS has claimed the lives of nearly 25 million people. By the end of 2002, there were 42 million people across the world living with HIV (the virus that causes AIDS) or AIDS. About 70 percent of those people were living in Sub-Saharan Africa. In 2002, on average, more than 6,500 people died of AIDS each day in this region. Most of those dying were between the ages of 15 and 49-the years at which people are most productive economically. 
Human Rights 
In 1948, the UN issued the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which set human rights standards for all nations. It stated that "All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. . . . Everyone has the right to life, liberty, and security of person." The declaration further listed specific rights that all human beings should have. Later, in the Helsinki Accords of 1975, the UN addressed the issues of freedom of movement and freedom to publish and exchange information. Both the declaration and the accords are nonbinding. However, the sentiments in these documents inspired many people around the world. They made a commitment to ensuring that basic human rights are respected. 
The Status of Women and Children In 1975, the United Nations held the first of several international conferences on the status of women in the world. In 2000,' the UN reviewed the status of women. Its report, titled Progress of the Worlds Women 2000, found that women had made notable gains during the 1990s, especially in the areas of education and work. Even so, the report concluded that gender inequality-the difference between men and women in terms of wealth and status-still very much existed. 
The rights of children is also a growing concern. To save on labor costs in the 1990s and 2000s, many corporations moved their manufacturing operations overseas to emerging countries. There, in sweatshops, young children work long hours under wretched conditions, unprotected by labor laws. For mere pennies per hour, children weave carpets, sort vegetables, or assemble expensive athletic shoes. Several organizations are working to end child labor, including the Child Welfare Leaglle of America and the International Labor Rights Fund. 
Ethnic and Religious Tensions Ethnic or religious violence is a problem in some countries. In Guatemala, for instance, tens of thousands of Guatemalan peasants, mostly Native Americans, were killed before the country's 36-year civil war ended in 1996. The people of East Timor, a primarily Roman Catholic nation in Southeast Asian, suffered decades of human rights violations in their quest for independence from the predominately Muslim Indonesia, In August 1999, after the East Timorese voted overwhelmingly for independence in a UN- sponsored referendum, pro-Indonesian forces went on a bloody rampage. They killed hundreds of East Timorese and forced thousands into refugee camps in West Timor, which is a part of Indonesia. UN intervention forces eventually brought peace to the area. In 2002 East Timor celebrated independence. 

Literacy and Education Citing literacy and education as basic human rights, the United Nations proclaimed 2003-2012 as the United Nations Literacy Decade. According to the UN, over 113 million children do not attend school, and more than 861 million adults are unable to read or write. The UN believes that literacy is an essential tool in ending poverty, reducing infant death rates, curbing population growth, achieving gender equality, and ensuring economic development, peace, and democracy. 
Issues of War and Peace 
One of the "major aims of the UN is to promote world peace”. The UN provides a public forum, private meeting places, and skilled mediators to help nations try to resolve conflicts at any stage of their development. At the invitation of the warring parties, the UN also provides peacekeeping forces. These forces are made up of soldiers from different nations. As of the end of 2002, the UN had close to 40,000 soldiers and police in 13 peacekeeping forces around the world. 
Nations also work to keep peace by forging treaties to limit the manufacturing, testing, and trade of weapons. The weapons of most concern are those that cause mass destruction. These include nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons that can kill thousands, even millions, of people. In 1968, many nations signed a Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty to help prevent the proliferation, or spread, of nuclear weapons to other nations. In the 1970s, the United States and the Soviet Union signed the Strategic Arms Limitation Treaties (SALT), and in the 1980s, both countries talked about deactivating some of their nuclear weapons. 
Economic Interdependence and Globalization 
On of the hallmarks of the modem world is the rise of the true global economy. The global economy includes all the financial interactions-among people, businesses, and governments-that cross international borders. A major goal of globalization is free trade, or the elimination of trade barriers, such as tariffs, among nations. As early as 1947, nations began discussing ways to open trade. The result was the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 
Multinational Corporations Companies that operate in a number of different countries are called multinational or transnational corporations. U.S. companies such as Exxon Mobil, General Motors, and Ford; European companies such as BP, DaimlerChrysler, and Royal Dutch/Shell; and Japanese companies such as Toyota, Mitsubishi, and Mitsui all became multinational giants. All of these companies have established manufacturing plants, offices, or stores in many countries. For their manufacturing plants, they select spots where the raw materials or labor are cheapest. This enables them to produce components of their products on different continents. They ship the various components to another location to be assembled. This level of economic integration allows such companies to view the whole world as the market for their goods. Goods or services are distributed throughout the world as if there were no national boundaries. 
Trading Blocs In 1951, a group of European countries established an organization to promote tariff-free trade among member countries. The success of this experiment led to formation of the European Economic Community (EEC) six years later. Over time, most Western European countries joined the organization, which has been known as the European Union (EU) since 1992. Several of the former Communist nations of Eastern Europe also have applied to become EU members. 
The economic success of the EU inspired countries in other regions to make trade agreements with each other. The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), put into effect in 1994, called for the gradual elimination of tariffs and trade restrictions among Canada, the United States, and Mexico. Organizations in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the South Pacific have also created regional trade policies. The Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), for instance, establishes oil production and pricing policies for its members. 
Economic Development in Latin America and Africa 
There is considerable debate on the impact of globalization. Supporters suggest that open, competitive markets and the free flow of goods, services, technology, and investments benefit all nations. Some opponents agree that most nations gain some benefit from globalization. However, they note that developed nations- those nations with the industrialization, transportation, and business facilities for advanced production of manufactured goods-have benefited the most. Other opponents charge that globalization has been a disaster for the poorest countries. 
Critics, of globalization often cite conditions in Latin America and Africa to, make their point. Three centuries of European rule left Latin American economies too dependent on a single crop. While Latin America has made progress in establishing industries, many regions remain underdeveloped and many countries suffer from soaring foreign debt. The colonial powers also encouraged the export of one or two cash crops in Africa, rather than the production of a range of products to serve local needs. They also developed few factories. Instead, manufactured goods were imported from European countries. As a result, most African nations still have unbalanced economies and a small middle class. 
Economic Development in Japan and South Korea 
Supporters of globalization often cite the economic success of Japan and South Korea. Following World War II, Japan created a strong economy based on participation in global markets. It poured money into industrial development, focusing on shipbuilding and on the manufacture of automobiles, cameras, and electronic goods. By the 1970s, Japan was the third-largest industrial nation in the world. South Korea followed Japan's example in the 1960s. During the 1980s and 1990s, South Korea had one of the highest economic growth rates in the world. Today, South Korea is a major producer of such manufactured goods as automobiles and electronics.




